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hello from me...
KATHY ROBERTS, PRIEST IN CHARGE
BLACK TORRINGTON BENEFICE

This month we celebrate harvest. We give thank to God for his
provision over the past year, ask his blessing on the winter months
ahead and pray that the year to come might be bountiful and
productive. Sowing and reaping.

This year in our life together is proving to be a time of planting — our
work amongst children and young people is starting to take root — and
a time of nurturing and growing — Bible Study, fellowship, growth in
personal skills, such as in the How to Be a Better Friend course and
the four session Learning to Listen course, taking place this month
(details elsewhere in Connected).

Thank you to all who have responded to the worship survey. | hope
the results of this will be available at the combined PCC meeting at
Highampton on 13" October.

Healing Wounded History proved to be profoundly thought provoking,
sometimes painful, but positive experience for those who attended.
Some of the insights from that six week course will also be shared
with the PCC’s on 13" October.

In the benefice all kinds of seed is being planted — and it is God who
causes growth. We can plant and nurture and feed and fertilise all we
like, but we are utterly dependent on God for the miracle of growth
and new life to happen. A group meets every Monday morning to
pray for the life of the benefice and the needs of individuals. People
also meet at midweek Holy Communion services and in the Morning
Office. It is in our times of prayer individually and together that we
discern God’s will and purpose for our group of churches in our
villages. Come along and join us.

Contd....



Can we remember that whatever you sow — that you will reap. If we
sow dissension, quarrelling and negativity, we will reap these things.
If we sow harmony and peace and love — our churches will become
increasingly loving and welcoming places not only for our regular
congregations, but for those who are visiting and who are exploring
the possibilities of Christian faith.

The group from the Social Action ministry team will be in South Africa
by the time you read this. Do pray for them as they visit projects run
by local churches and come into contact with Christian people who
are living in poverty.

Richard and Frances Birkitt have lived in Thornbury over the past 30
years and are leaving at the beginning of October to live closer to
their family. They have been a wonderful support to the church at
Thornbury. We will miss them greatly, but wish them God’s blessing
on their future — and energy for the move! Thank you Richard and
Frances for all that you have meant to us.

Two of our young people, Nigel Letheren and Matt Stratton have left
for university now. We pray for them as they take up their studies.

With love and prayers

Kathy

THE PRAYER CHAIN
A group of people who pray privately (and in strict confidence) for specific situations.
If you. or anyone you know, is in need of prayer for any reason, please contact:

Maureen Dean - 231448 (if unavailable Kelly O'Meara - 020 3174 0047)
Margaret Taylor - 281327 (if unavailable Sheila Granger 281383)

...and if you would like to be part of this unseen but essential ministry,
please contact Maureen




Fred Pennington, former Rector of Bradford and Thornbury, died at
Southlands Care Home in Bridgerule on 21%' August 2009 at the age
of 98 years.

He was born at Hartland into a farming family and after marrying
Dorothy Dark he moved with his brother to farm at Clawton. He had
long felt a call to serve in the Christian ministry and after the war he
began a six year correspondence course to pass the General Ordina-
tion exam which was followed by a year at St. Boniface College, War-
minster. He was ordained in Exeter in 1955 and served a curacy in
Tiverton. In 1958 he was appointed Rector of Bradford and Thornbury
and arrived in May to a Rectory which had been empty for a year and
a garden totally overgrown. With only their youngest child, Bill, still at
home, they rattled around a bit in a house with nine bedrooms. But
they soon found a remedy in giving holidays to and fostering deprived
children. Fred’s call to a healing ministry developed over the years
and continued increasingly during “retirement”. He retired from North
Molton in 1977 and went to Woolsery and finally back to Hartland in
1985. In 1984 he published his autobiography, “From Ploughboy to
Priest”.

Fred and Dorothy celebrated their Diamond Wedding in 1994. Dorothy
died in 2003.

We remember them and their three children, grand children and great
grand children and many who are grateful for Fred’s ministry.

Revd Gerry Matthews

VISION PLANNING
Black Torrington Benefice vision planning meeting
Thursday 8th October - 10.00 am - 12.00 noon
At Black Torrington Methodist Chapel
An open meeting to share our vision for our benefice.
ALL WELCOME

Pew sheet and Connected

Please forward items for the weekly pew sheet to
Maureen Dean by Wednesday each week and for Connected
to Sheila Grabham by the 18th of the preceding month.
Items received after the deadlines may not be included




Black Torrington Benefice Services in October
Services at parish church unless otherwise indicated

Thursday 1st October
9.30 am Bradford

Friday 2nd October
7.15pm Bradford

Sunday 4th October

9.30 am Thornbury
11.15am  Black Torrington
6.30 pm Highampton
6.30 pm Bradford

Monday 5th October
7.15pm Highampton

Thursday 8th October
9.00 am Black Torrington

Sunday 11th October

9.30 am Bradford
11.15am  Highampton
4.00 pm Black Torrington
6.30 pm Thornbury

Thursday 15th October
9.00 am Black Torrington
9.30 am Thornbury

Sunday 18th October

9.30 am Thornbury

9.30 am Bradford
11.15am  Black Torrington

Monday 19th October
9.00 am Highampton

Thursday 22nd October
9.00 am Black Torrington

Sunday 25th October
11.15am  Highampton
11.15am  Black Torrington
6.30 pm Thornbury

6.30 pm Bradford

Thursday 29th October
9.00 am Black Torrington

Holy Communion

Harvest Service

Holy Communion
Family Holy Communion
Harvest Songs of Praise
Harvest Communion

Harvest Service

Holy Communion

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Harvest Service
Evening Prayer

Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer

Family Worship
Morning Prayer
Family Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evening Prayer

Morning Prayer

Gluten free wafers are available at all services of Holy Communion.

If you require these please inform the person on duty at the door.




METHODIST SERVICES IN OCTOBER

Black Torrington Chapel Service every Sunday 11.00am
Village Sunday School fourth Sunday every month

Lake Chapel, Shebbear
7.30pm on the last Friday of every month.
‘Trinity Rock’ Informal, lively worship

9.00pm on the last Wednesday of every month Compline -
a short service for the end of the day, a particular blessing at the day’s
end when there is nothing to rush off to afterwards!

‘Churches Together’ monthly 24 hour prayer vigil from 9am on the 9th
day of the month, to 9am on the following day.

for more info. on any of these events, contact a chapel steward
(see page 2)
Weekly Ecumenical Prayer Meeting Wednesdays 7.30pm
6 Broad Street, Black Torrington (next to the Bead Shop)

See MAP for full details of services in Black Torrington
and at other chapels in the Shebbear circuit

SERVICES AT WOODACOTT Black Torrington
METHODIST CHAPEL Church & Chapel Harvest
Celebration Day
Sunday 4th October Sunday 11th October
No Service

Chapel ice - 11.00
Sunday 11th October apel service am

9.30am  Mark Shepherd Bring & Share Lunch in the
village hall at 1.00 pm
18;‘ .ggagm1 8t|2 o?/(I:Dtg\?ver!]r St Mary’s service - 4.00 pm
Both services will be led by
Sunday 25th October Revd James Hutchings from
11.00 am Maggie Elliott Exeter who will be delighted to
meet with people during lunch.
For further details, please contact

Iris Fry 01409 261322 All are welcome - please do join
us if you can.




CHRISTIAN
FOUNDATION

CHRISTIAN LISTENERS

Learning to Listen

An opportunity fo increase awareness and develop new skills

A four session course on Monday evenings

5th 12t 19™ 26™ October 2009

Coffee from 7.15 pm
Cost: £7 per session

At
The Methodist Chapel
Black Torrington
Contd....



You will

¢+  experience some initial teaching on listening to God, our-
selves and others

¢  start developing listening skills to use in your home, church
and workplace
increase your self-awareness
deepen your relationship with God through listening to him
learn about the work of Acorn

The course will be run by Revd Carolyn Brodribb and Revd Kathy
Roberts

This foundational training is essential for all those who feel
called to pastoral work, or the healing ministry. It is open to
anyone who wishes o improve their listening skills.

All are welcome!

The Acorn Christian Foundation Vision is:

+ 1o equip the church through teaching, training
and resourcing to bring Christ's health of
body, mind and spirit

+ to all people—individuals, relationships and
communities

We see listening to be an essential foundation
for good practice in the Christian healing
ministry.
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The Tuesday Group
Bible exploration & discussion

11.00 am Tuesday 13th October
The Badger House, Black Torrington
(the home of Kate & Benjie Inniss)

This month with shall continue with the topic ‘Journeys’,
All are welcome

The BBC (benefice families and children’s group)
invite families with primary aged children and beyond, to join in
the fun at Bradford Village Hall, 10.30-11.30 am
on the 2nd Saturday in each month

Next meeting: Saturday 10th October

Games, craft, stories, songs, refreshments -
and a chance to learn simple Christian truths and beliefs.
More info from: Gina 01409 281652 or Morag 01409 281800

Black Torrington Village Hall
Table Top Sale
10.00am - 12 noon
Saturday 24th October
Suitable items for St Mary’s table
(cakes, saleable bric-a-brac, etc) will
be gratefully received, and may be
given to Sheila (231581)
or Anne (231635)

Benefice Prayer Breakfast

Monday mornings
The Rectory, Black Torrington
8.00 am (breakfast)
8.30 am (prayers)
All Welcome

Bradford Harvest Festival - 7.15 pm - Friday 2nd October followed by

cider and pasties. Archdeacon to preach.

Bradford Parish Lunch - Sunday 25th October in the village Hall.

Places limited so book early.
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TIME OUT LUNCH

12.30 pm Thursday 22nd October
Black Torrington Village Hall

Have lunch with us!

Everyone within Black Torrington benefice and the local
Methodist area is invited to join us for a light meal and a
time of friendship. No set charge, but a small donation
towards costs is appreciated.

Bookings to Maureen or Alan
01409 231448

Hallelujah Happenings!!

Come and join our Christian celebrations on
Saturday 31" October.
Games, Food and Fun for all.
Lighting up with a Hallelujah Party at Black Torrington
village hall from 4.30-6pm, for all children aged up to 11
years. Followed by a Hallelujah Youth event for 11+ atf
Bradford Village Hall from 7-9pm.

Any offers of help from pre-party preparations to help on the
night would be very much appreciated. Contact Morag 281800,
Maureen 231309, Wendly 231275 for further details.

Please could everyone in our churches, our chapels, and our
homes pray for God's blessing on these events.
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Harvest of Hope

with
Martin John Nicholls
A taste of West Africa

Delicious Meal ~~Good Company
Beautiful Songs ~~ Inspiring Stories ~~ Powerful Images

Reflecting the struggles and hopes of our
Christian Aid Partners in Senegal

Friday 16th October
7.30 pm
Black Torrington Village Hall

Tickets £6.00 on the door

In advance Adults £5.00 Children £2.50
available from
Sheila Grabham (01409 231581)
or
Anne Gray (01409 231635)
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can you

Would you like to bake a cake?

Could you put out and serve refreshments?
Do you like doing crafty things?

Do you like snooker/skittles?

Help of all kinds is welcomed at the monthly meetings of
Bradford and Benefice Children and Fund, Food and Faith,
the benefice youth group. Also at occasional workshops and
fun days and on visits into schools.

If you'd like to offer your Known diary dates:

help and expertise, on an

occasional or regular basis,  10th October - BBC

the Families and Children's 31st October - Hallelujah Party
Ministry Team would like to  and Youth Group

|
hear from you! 14th November - BBC

Contact: Wendy 231275  14th November - Christmas Fair
Morag 281800 28th November - Youth Group

Liz 261312
Kathy 231279 12th December - BBC

Would all PCC members please note that a meeting of the
Benefice PCC’s will be held on Tuesday 13th October,
7.30 pm at Highampton Village Hall.
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School Harvest Services
Tuesday 13th October - Highampton - Holy Cross Church - 2.30 pm
Wednesday 14th October - Black Torrington - St Mary’s Church - 9.30 am
Thursday 15th October - Bradford - All Saint’s Church - 2.30 pm

All are welcome to these services to support our Schools as they celebrate harvest.

FOODBANK

At PCC meetings held recently, Black Torrington & Bradford have agreed to
support the Bude Foodbank initiative in place of the Torridge Poverty Action
Group, which has now closed.

There are specific items that Foodbank is asking for which are indicated on
the list below. Any donations may be left in Churches and will be blessed
before being collected for Foodbank.

Tinned vegetables @)
Tinned meat © T
Tinned fish @
Tinned fruit

Orange Juice
UHT milk x. fi
Sugar

Tea/ Coffee
Cereal

Sauces eg. Ragu
Pasta

Rice

Packet Mash
Rice Pudding

L R R R R SR JEE 2B R R R R R R 2
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DEVON AID - KOROGWE

It was to have been a ‘once in a lifetime’ visit to East Africa.

To me it appeared that the poorest, local people were not receiving any sign
of appreciation of their wonderful homeland where tourists were entertained
- and spent their savings. They were working desperately hard to eke out
their daily living.

Back home I was fortunate enough to be given a contact in Tanzania who
had once studied in Devon. He was asking for a variety of help to be given to
his home village of Korogwe — an area we had not visited.

The only way to make any decision about that was to ‘see for ourselves’. We
have now been doing that quite regularly since 1995!

A long list of requirements was asked for by the villagers. Following the
village meeting where the women were encouraged to speak they sang loudly
and movingly as we left. We made no promises but felt obliged to do some-
thing.

We felt that clean water must surely be the biggest benefit, so in 2000
Devon Aid — Korogwe (DAK) was registered as a charity. DAK concen-
trates solely on water projects.

Thirty nine villages have so far been helped. Villagers are committed to
contribute by manual labour, or by making a small financial payment before
the work begins. This gives them ownership, responsibility - and pride. We
never become involved with any project we have not assessed for ourselves.
Our representative is a Tanzanian qualified water engineer who keeps us
informed by email.

Very few of these wells or pipelines would have been installed without the
generosity of folk in and around Devon.

The villagers,whose lives are spent working to survive and who have few
worldly goods are extremely appreciative — always managing to find some
fruit or handmade goods with which to say thank you. It is humbling to
receive their gifts.

A bowl will fill quickly if the tap is turned on full but if the bowl is left long
enough beneath a dripping tap the bowl will still overflow. That means each
small drip has a size, when added together, to be of value. Any small help for
DAK to help those poor villagers to healthier lives is always valued.

Vivien England
(one of the founders of Devon Aid Korogwe)
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The Collect and Readings for Sunday 27th September (16th after Trinity)

The Readings: The Collect:
Numbers 11: 4-6,10-16, Lord of creation,
24-29 whose glory is around and within us:

open our eyes to your wonders,

that we may serve you with reverence
and know your peace at our lives' end,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

James 5: 13-end

Mark 9: 38-end

Readings for October - to help you as you prepare for services ‘

Sunday 4th October (G) Sunday 18th October (G)
17th after Trinity 19th after Trinity

Genesis 2: 18-24 Isaiah 53: 4-end

Hebrews 1: 1-4 2:5-12 Hebrews 5: 1-10

Mark 10: 2-16 Mark 10: 35-45

Sunday 11th October (G) Sunday 25th October (G)
18th after Trinity Bible Sunday

Amos 5: 6,7,10-15 Isaiah 55: 1-11

Hebrews 4: 12-end 2 Timothy 3: 14-4:5

Mark 10: 17-31 John 5: 36b-end

Note: readings may vary at some services, according to the theme

THANK YOU
St Peter’s Thornbury Coffee Morning
Thank you to everyone who helped and supported the coffee morning
at Holsworthy Memorial Hall, we raised £286, which was an excellent total.

Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox Service ~Sunday 8th November ~ 4.00 pm ~ St Mary’s, Black Torrington
It's time to start filling boxes!
Explanatory leaflets are now available in benefice churches
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