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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND … WELL, PERHAPS NOT POPULAR, … OR DEMANDING
In the last few days, we have gone from perhaps re-opening churches for Private
prayer to an expectation that services are about to restart – especially weddings. i’m
sorry to say that this is far from the reality. i invite people to check out the ‘risk
assessment template’ on the Church of england website to see what is expected of us
and why it may be some time before we’re back to ‘normal’, if ever. in the meantime,
we have tried to maintain our worship through ‘zoom services’ as well as by phone and
through printed booklets. if you would like to receive printed material for worship
please contact the editor on 01409 241315
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and
distress. Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought
low; that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from
your love in Christ Jesus our Lord
AROUND THE BENEFICES:
ASHWATER & BLACK TORRINGTON BENEFICE
We are running three Zoom events at present:
11am
Sundays Morning Service
(If you would like to go to any of these
8.15pm Thursdays Compline
meetings please contact Stephen)
11am
Tuesdays
Coffee Morning
Numbers range between 15 and 20, including some Methodists from the Black
Torrington area. The Services are produced and led by myself, with our two Lay
Readers, Trevor May and Jim Williams. We sing Hymns ‘live’ with the help of a
‘resident’ pianist!
We are looking to possibly start a regular Bible Study Fellowship by Zoom. This would
be run with Methodists in the Black Torrington, Sheepwash area.
We have been using the free basic package by Zoom, but as the number of such events
grows we are looking to find ways of purchasing an upgraded package to allow longer
‘meetings’. We would of course love more to join us, and are promoting through
Facebook, “A Church Near You”, our weekly “Comfy Chair Sheet” and monthly Benefice
Bulletin (which have continued throughout the ‘lockdown’). We think these ‘on line’ events
could become a more permanent feature of our shared life together (but we need to
find more technical support, inspiration and resourcing in the medium term – possibly
from around the Mission Community?).
Our PCCs are beginning to meet ‘in person’, whilst abiding by Government Social
Distancing requirements. Several have now decided at their meetings to open their
church for private prayer and small Funerals. Other churches might remain closed for
some while because of difficulties in recruiting people to do the necessary cleaning,

sanitising, signage and opening / closing. We would be keen to hold Open Air Services in
our churchyards or village open spaces once the Government allows this.
HOLSWORTHY BENEFICE:
Worship and Prayer in the Holsworthy Benefice All welcome
Zoom details for all times
Sunday
10.30am
Morning Worship https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82633460276?
Tuesday
7pm
Contemplative Prayer To join by phone: 0131 460 1196
Wednesday 3pm
Home Group
ID 826 3346 0276
Friday
12 Noon
Prayers during the day Password: benefice
The Kivell Chapel in Holsworthy Church is open every day for personal prayer. Many
people have missed being able to go into a sacred building to spend time with God.
Thanks to many volunteers, part of the church of St Peter and St Paul, Holsworthy is
now open each day. If you are self-isolating due to you or a person in your household
having symptoms please do not go to the church, please carry on praying at home.
Please sanitise your hands on entry and exit, observe social distancing and stay within
the cordoned areas.
In time and with the right volunteers we will look to open parts of Pancrasweek and
Pyworthy churches.
Funerals in Church: Funerals are now allowed to take place in the church building.
Although still limited to close family or if no close family close friends, it is hoped that
this will bring comfort at this difficult time.
Mother Elizabeth is to be licensed by Bishop Jackie as Rector on 16th July. At the
moment she is Priest in Charge. A service of installation will take place once social
distancing has eased.
BRADWORTHY BENEFICE: The Bradworthy Benefice are also using ‘Zoom’ to stream a
Service each week, and in addition we send out a Pew News and a Service Booklet for
those who cannot join us on ‘Zoom’. The worship is fairly relaxed and we have all sorts
including Scripture Readings, Dramas, popular video clips, hymns and songs, reflections
and sermons (not too many of these). This week we are exploring a Taizé Service. If
you would like to join us, the details you need are:
10.00am Worship on Zoom https://us04web.zoom.us/j/628006774?pwd=aE5mZHZmQ3BSckdQeGRPZ0xjTWRNQT0
9
Meeting ID: 628 006 774

Password: 622992)

If you would like to receive our Pew News or Service Booklet, please call Richard on
01409 241315 or email: Ricktherec@aol.com.

