Christian Love in Action

Gospel
Matthew 28:16-20

The Great Commission

16

Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where
Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshipped him,
but some of them doubted!

15th July 2018
7th Sunday after Trinity
Proper 10
Welcome to Worship
10.30 am Holy Communion, All Saints’, Bradford
6.30 pm Healing Service, St Mary’s, Black Torrington

18

Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in
heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I
have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always,
even to the end of the age.”
NLT

Mission Community Prayer
Loving God, receive our love, refresh our vision, renew our lives;
so that together our Mission Community may witness to the
truth of your gospel, build up our fellowship and deepen our
commitment to grow in prayer. May our lives of discipleship
draw others to follow Jesus Christ. Lead us into creative ways to
serve the people of Devon with joy, to the glory of your name.
Amen

Readings
Acts 8: 26-39
Ephesians 1: 3-14
Matthew 28: 16-20
Collect
Generous God,
you give us gifts and make them grow:
though our faith is small as mustard seed,
make it grow to your glory
and the flourishing of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing
us to himself through Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 1: 5

To Think About
You can safely assume that you’ve created God in your
image when it turns out that God hates all the
same people as you.
- Anne Lamott
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Rector: Revd Preb Kathy Roberts
Tel: 01409 231279 Mob: 07717 575554
email: rectory@black-torrington-benefice.org.uk
Reader: Mark Neave
Tel: 01409 231556
Email: mark.neave@live.co.uk
www.black-torrington-benefice.org.uk
e-mail: enquiries@black-torrington-benefice.org.uk

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The Mission Community: Revd Richard Freeman and the Bradworthy
Benefice; Revd Jane Lucas and Halwill Church
Black Torrington Electoral Roll: Ernie and Hilary Luxton, Iris Marsden,
Revd Gerry Matthews, Katharine Matthews, Ronda Mogridge, Mark and
Rose Neave, Jackie Nutt
Those who are ill: Iona Barrance, Margaret Grabham, Avis Radford,
Joan Thomas

Black Torrington Primary School: Primary Lead, Lisa Paton and all staff,
children and parents
Belle Nancy Rogers, daughter of Dean and Louise; giving thanks for her
baptism at All Saints’, Bradford, last Saturday
Rest in Peace: Sylvia Sanders
Mon 16th 8.00 am
2.30 pm

July Diary
Morning Prayer, St Mary’s, Black Torrington
Funeral of Sylvia Sanders, St Peter’s, Thornbury

Tues 17th 8.00 am

Prayer Breakfast, The Rectory, Black Torrington

Wed 18th 8.00 am

Morning Prayer, St Mary’s, Black Torrington

Thurs 19th 8.15 am
9.00 am
6.30 pm

Morning and Silent Prayer, followed by
Holy Communion, St Peter’s, Thornbury
Open Evening, Holy Cross, Highampton

Sat 21st

Iona Holy Communion, followed by
Compline, Holy Cross, Highampton

6.30pm
7.00 pm

Sun 22nd 10.30 am Holy Communion, St Peter’s, Thornbury
6.30 pm Holy Communion, Holy Cross, Highampton
Jackie Searle currently Archdeacon of Gloucester, is to be the next
Bishop of Crediton. At the announcement of her appointment she said
‘My heart’s desire is to share the difference that Jesus makes in our lives
and to encourage everyone to find their vocation and purpose. This is
what church is all about – a place where all are welcome and a
community who live out their faith day by day wherever they may be.’
Her consecration will be in September.
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Introduction to the Readings
Acts 8:26-39. This passage tells how the gospel became a missionary
faith outside of Judaism. A eunuch whether Jewish or Gentile believer in
Israel's God would have been excluded from every Jewish congregation
because he could not have any male heirs, "sons of the covenant." The
story is told as part of the main theme of Acts: To trace the expansion of
the early church under the leadership of the apostles from Jerusalem to
the Gentile nations of the world, especially to Rome, the capital city of
the empire.
Ephesians 1:3-14. Those who have been adopted as God's children
through Christ, the opening lines of this letter proclaim, are the people
to whom has been revealed the mystery of God's eternal purpose: to
bring together all creation under the sovereignty of Jesus Christ. How
do we know this? We have heard the gospel of salvation, and believing,
we have been given the gift of God's Holy Spirit as the assurance that
God will keep this promise.
Matthew 28:16-20 Many scholars hold that the original gospel text
may have ended at verse 17 and that the closing commission was added
in the 2nd century. It does bring the gospel to a fitting conclusion. The
church has used this commission as an effective mission statement ever
since. The words confirm the tradition shared by both the Gospels of
Luke and John and Acts that Jesus did commission the disciples to carry
on his ministry in the world. The ecumenical fellowship still uses this
Trinitarian formula as its common heritage.
John Shearman
Highampton Church Restoration—Open Evening
The members of Highampton PCC invite you to an open evening on
19th July at 6.30 pm. This will be an informal gathering with cheese and
wine, to discuss the repairs needed to restore the Church and the
funding options which are available to us.
Thornbury Fun Day and Dog Show
21st July at 4.00 pm in Eddie's Field, Woodacott.
Proceeds to be divided between St Peter's Church
and other parish projects
All welcome - Come along and have fun!
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