Gospel
John 6:1-21
Jesus Feeds Five Thousand and Walks on Water
6 After this, Jesus crossed over to the far side of the Sea of Galilee, also
known as the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A huge crowd kept following him
wherever he went, because they saw his miraculous signs as he healed
the sick. 3 Then Jesus climbed a hill and sat down with his disciples
around him. 4 (It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration.)
5
Jesus soon saw a huge crowd of people coming to look for him.
Turning to Philip, he asked, “Where can we buy bread to feed all these
people?” 6 He was testing Philip, for he already knew what he was going
to do.
7
Philip replied, “Even if we worked for months, we wouldn’t have
enough money to feed them!”
8
Then Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up. 9 “There’s a young boy
here with five barley loaves and two fish. But what good is that with this
huge crowd?”
10
“Tell everyone to sit down,” Jesus said. So they all sat down on the
grassy slopes. (The men alone numbered about 5,000.) 11 Then Jesus
took the loaves, gave thanks to God, and distributed them to the
people. Afterward he did the same with the fish. And they all ate as
much as they wanted. 12 After everyone was full, Jesus told his
disciples, “Now gather the leftovers, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So
they picked up the pieces and filled twelve baskets with scraps left by
the people who had eaten from the five barley loaves.
14
When the people saw him do this miraculous sign, they exclaimed,
“Surely, he is the Prophet we have been expecting!” 15 When Jesus saw
that they were ready to force him to be their king, he slipped away into
the hills by himself.
16
That evening Jesus’ disciples went down to the shore to wait for
him.17 But as darkness fell and Jesus still hadn’t come back, they got into
the boat and headed across the lake toward Capernaum. 18 Soon a gale
swept down upon them, and the sea grew very rough. 19 They had
rowed three or four miles when suddenly they saw Jesus walking on the
water toward the boat. They were terrified, 20 but he called out to
them, “Don’t be afraid. I am here!” 21 Then they were eager to let him in
the boat, and immediately they arrived at their destination!
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Christian Love in Action

29th July 2018
9th Sunday after Trinity
Proper 12
Welcome to Worship
10.30 am Holy Communion, All Saints’, Bradford

Readings
2 Kings 4: 42 - 44
Ephesians 3: 14 - 21
John 6: 1—21
Collect
Gracious Father,
revive your Church in our day,
and make her holy, strong and faithful,
for your glory’s sake
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him ….
And may you have the power to understand … how wide, how long,
how high, and how deep his love is. - Ephesians 3: 17 - 18
Rector: Revd Preb Kathy Roberts
Tel: 01409 231279 Mob: 07717 575554
email: rectory@black-torrington-benefice.org.uk
Reader: Mark Neave
Tel: 01409 231556
Email: mark.neave@live.co.uk
www.black-torrington-benefice.org.uk
e-mail: enquiries@black-torrington-benefice.org.uk

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The Mission Community: Revd Preb Kathy Roberts and the Black
Torrington Benefice; Revd Jane Lucas and Clawton Church
Bradford Electoral Roll: David Arney, Ann and Stanley Bird, Gina Finch,
Gwendoline Darnborough, David and Janet Fisher
Those who are ill: Iona Barrance, Margaret Grabham, Avis Radford,
Joan Thomas
Our Benefice Primary Schools: all children, staff and parents as they
begin their summer break, that they may stay safe and find real
refreshment and recreation

•
•
•
•
•

•

The families and friends of Marcus Cobb and Daniel Maskell, who died
in a car accident on Wednesday evening; for Travis Nicholls, seriously
injured and for Liam Gloyn who has minor injuries.

•

July/August Diary
Morning Prayer, St Mary’s, Black Torrington
Prayer Breakfast, The Rectory, Black Torrington
Morning Prayer, St Mary’s, Black Torrington
Morning and Silent Prayer, followed by
Iona Holy Communion, Holy Cross, Highampton
Coffee and Cake, Holy Cross, Highampton

•

Mon 30th
Tues 31st
Wed 1st
Thurs 2nd

8.00 am
8.00 am
8.00 am
8.15 am
9.00 am
Friday 3rd 3.00 pm
Sat 4th

Sun 5th

10.30 am Coffee Morning, St Peter’s, Thornbury
6.30 pm Iona Holy Communion, followed by
7.00 pm Compline, St Mary’s, Black Torrington

•
•
•
•
•
•

Community – belonging together as the Body of Christ
What can we do differently?
Our responses to the question at last week’s services
Get together and talk more
Listen to each other
Share more of our thoughts and ideas, our weaknesses and our
homes
Be more open with each other
Get alongside one another
Love more
Become more Inter-dependent
Accept help graciously
Say thank you
Be family to each other
Be totally accepting of each other, however difficult that might be
Be supportive of one another, especially in the face of an
increasing hostile world
Work closely together, intermingling ‘like mashed potato!’
Being a recognisable community of faith within the container of
the church
The offering this week will be given to Christian Aid on behalf of
the Benefice. Visit www.christianaid.org.uk for further details.

Thanksgiving Service for Colin Wood
Monday 6th August – 2.30 pm, St Peter’s, Thornbury

Introduction to the Readings
2 Kings 4:42-44. This extract from the Elisha story could well have been
the basis for the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand.
Ephesians 3:14-21. This letter consists of a great prayer of blessing,
ending with rapturous petition for Christ to come alive in the hearts and
lives of those who first heard it. A final benediction gives praise to God
who is able to do far more than anyone could ever ask or imagine.
John 6:1-21. The feeding of the five thousand is the only miracle that
appears in all four gospels. John's version reveals yet another sign of
Jesus' divinity. Knowing how the multitude would be fed and the danger
he was in, as well as the miracle and his walking on water while the
disciples crossed the lake, all revealed his omnipotence. For John, this
event became the turning point in Jesus' ministry, by separating
believers from disbelievers.
John Shearman

2

3

10.30 am Holy Communion, St Peter’s, Thornbury
6.30 pm Iona Holy Communion, St Mary’s,

Prayer Journals
Please would everyone who kept a prayer journal bring their notebooks
to church next week to be blessed during the service
All are Welcome to Coffee, Cake and Conversation
Friday, 3rd August at Holy Cross Church, Highampton, from 3pm - 5pm

